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ANTHALIA ZETTERSTEDT, 1838 (INSECTA, DIPTERA): 
REQUEST FOR DESIGNATION OF TYPE SPECIES. 

Z.N.(S.)2380 

By Milan Chvala ( Charles University , 128 44 Prague , 
Czechoslovakia) and Kenneth G.V. Smith ( British Museum 

( Natural History ), Cromwell Road , London SW7 5 BD) 

Abstract: The Commission is requested to suppress the type species designation by 
Coquillett, 1903, for Anlhalia Zetterstedt, 1838 ( Anthalia gyllenhali Zetterstedt, 
1838) in favour of the designation by Melander, 1928 {Anthalia schoenherri 
Zetterstedt, 1838). Since the revision of Melander, 1928, the genus Anthalia Zett. 
has been generally accepted as a valid genus of the family EMPIDIDAE, but 
Coquillett’s (1903) type designation automatically sinks the genus Anthalia Zett. as 
a synonym of Euthyneura Macq. 

Macquart, 1836, p. 518, erected the genus Euthyneura for a 
single species E. myrtilli Macquart, 1836, p. 519 (Europe) which 
became the type species of the genus by monotypy. 

2. Zetterstedt, 1838, p. 538, erected the genus Anthalia for 
three species: (1) A. gyllenhali Zetterstedt, 1838, p. 538 (Europe); 
(2) A. schoenherri Zetterstedt, 1838, p. 539 (Europe); and (3) A. 
pallida Zetterstedt, 1838, p. 539 (Europe). 

3. Coquillett, 1903, p. 246, without studying the Anthalia 
species, designated the first named Anthalia species, A. gyllenhali 
Zetterstedt, 1838, as type species of the genus Anthalia Zett. As A. 
gyllenhali Zett. is congeneric with E. myrtilli Macq., Cocquillett 
(1903) automatically synonymized the genus Anthalia Zetterstedt, 
1838 with the genus Euthyneura Macquart, 1836. 

4. Melander, 1928, pp. 52, 57, 61, studied in detail 
Zetterstedt’s three Anthalia species ( gyllenhali , schoenherri and 
pallida) and correctly found them all to be generically distinct. As 
the first named species, A. gyllenhali Zett., is congeneric with E. 
myrtilli Macq., Melander transferred it to the genus Euthyneura 
Macq. To preserve the generic name Anthalia Zett., he designated 
the second named Anthalia species, Anthalia schoenherri 
Zetterstedt, 1838, as type species of the genus Anthalia Zetterstedt. 
The third species, Anthalia pallida Zetterstedt, 1838, was 
designated by Melander as type species of the newly erected genus 
Allanthalia Melander, 1928. Melander was well acquainted with 
Coquillett’s (1903) type designation and he designated a new type 
species for Anthalia deliberately to preserve the then already well 
known name, with additional explanatory remarks (Melander, 
1928, pp. 57-58). A further ten Nearctic species are now included in 
the well-founded genus Anthalia. 

5. Since the revision of Melander, 1928, his proposed 
nomenclature has been universally accepted by all subsequent 
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authors. Further recent references to and agreements with 
Melander’s (1928) action may be found for instance in Frey (1956, 
Empididae in Lindner, Fliegen Palaearkt. Reg . p. 598) and in Stone 
et al., (A Catalog of the Diptera of America North of Mexico, p. 
450) where under Anthalia it is noted “ Action by the I.C.Z.N. is 
needed to preserve this name”. 

6. The International Commission on Zoological 

Nomenclature is accordingly requested: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside all designations of 

type species hitherto made for the nominal genus 

Anthalia Zetterstedt, 1838, and having done so to 

designate Anthalia schoenherri Zetterstedt, 1838 as type 
species of that genus; 

(2) to place the generic name Anthalia Zetterstedt, 1838 
(gender: feminine), type species by designation under 
the plenary powers in (1) above, Anthalia schoenherri 
Zetterstedt, 1838, on the Official List of Generic Names 
in Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name schoenherri Zetterstedt, 1838, 

as published in the binomen Anthalia schoenherri 

(specific name of type species of Anthalia Zetterstedt, 
1838) on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology. 
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